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CIRCUS
Discussion Topics:

· Talk about the people who work at the circus (Clowns, acrobats, animal trainers, ring master, etc).

· Talk about the many animals at the circus.
· Talk about when the circus might be coming to your town.
Books:

1.  Ernest and Celestine at the Circus by Gabrielle Vincent
Reading level: Ages 4-8

Library Binding: 26 pages 

Publisher: Greenwillow Books (July 1989) 

Language: English 

ISBN: 0688086853 

2.  Meg and Her Circus Tricks by Graham Percy
Reading level: Baby-Preschool

School & Library Binding: 24 pages 

Publisher: Childs World (June 1991) 

Language: English 

ISBN: 0895657856 
3.  Harriet Goes to the Circus by Betsy Maestro
Reading level: Baby-Preschool

Hardcover 

Publisher: Random House Value Publishing; Reissue edition (January 13, 1989) 

Language: English 

ISBN: 0517553031 

4.  Put on a Happy Face by Samuel J. Butcher
Reading level: Ages 4-8

Paperback: 24 pages 

Publisher: Golden Books (September 8, 1997) 

Language: English 

ISBN: 0307161668 

5.  Bear Circus by William Pene Du Bois
Reading level: Ages 4-8

Paperback 

Publisher: Viking Childrens Books; Rei edition (September 1987) 

Language: English 

ISBN: 0140507922 
Song:
· Mr. Clown

Who wears a smile,

That seems to stretch a mile?

Who turns his smile upside down,

And makes it into a frown?

Who can turn his face around?

Who could it be?   It’s Mr. Clown!

Art:

· Paper plate clown face:  Provide paper plates and plenty of colored construction paper, glue, crayons or markers and scissors.    You could also provide felt material and colored cotton balls.   Let children create a clown face using the materials provided.  For the younger child it is best to pre-cut clown face features and let him/her glue or paste them on the paper plate.
· Peanut Shell Collage:  Let children glue peanut shells onto a piece of paper to create a collage.   

· Cotton Candy:  Pre-cut a cone shape from tag board.  Demonstrate how to stretch cotton balls and glue them onto the cone to look like cotton candy.  Colored cotton balls are best for this project.

· Face painting:  Prepare clown make-up by mixing 1 part facial cream with one drop food coloring.  

Science:

· Watch it Sizzle!
INGREDIENTS

A bottle of Vinegar

A box of baking soda 
1 empty soda bottle 
1 balloon
DIRECTIONS

Pour 1 inch of vinegar into an empty soda bottle.  Put 2 teaspoons of baking soda inside a balloon.  VERY QUICKLY slip the open end of the balloon over the soda bottle.  Watch the balloon fill with gas as a result of the vinegar reacting with the baking soda.
Math:

· Clown Hat Match: Make sets of matching colored hats.  On one hat write a numeral.  On the other hat, print an identical number of dots.  Let the children match the hats.   Younger children can play this simply as a color match game.  For a bit more of a challenge for the younger child, write identical numbers on both hats and let them match.

Cooking:

· Elephant Ears
INGREDIENTS
1 can of refrigerated biscuits in a can
Butter (just enough to spread on a few biscuits)

Cinnamon (just enough to sprinkle)

Sugar (just enough to sprinkle)

DIRECTIONS

Let children flatten and shape the biscuits into elephant ears.  Spread butter on flattened biscuit.   Let children sprinkle cinnamon and sugar on top.  Bake according to biscuit directions.

Large Motor / Game
· Who Took My Nose?  Sit in a circle on floor.  Everyone has a red circle taped to the end of their nose.   Everyone closes their eyes.  Tap one child.  The child should get up and take the nose off another child.  When the child returns to his/her place, tell the children to open their eyes.  The children then try to guess who took the nose.
